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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 March 2006 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) \3 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for format matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) CH Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL.326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20060512 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/693, 1 54 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3636 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1,4,8-10,1 1-12, and 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Schwartz at al, Schwartz et al shows the use of an office chair (C) on a movable 
base having a bracket (58) with a cavity therein (50). The bracket can inherently be mounted and 
"selectively fixed" at six inches above the plane of a top of a seat of the chair. An armrest 
support arm (56) has a first portion rotatably mounted within the cavity of the bracket (see Fig. 

1 3 A) and a second portion extending from the bracket whereby an armrest body is mounted on 
an end thereof. A rotation lock (59) engages the armrest support to prevent rotation of the 
armrest support within the cavity. The rotation lock is mounted in the bracket. 

3. Claims 4-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Swenson. 
Swenson shows the use of a chair with a support (16) for a back of a chair connected to a base of 
the chair; a bracket (18) mounted on the back support; a first link (500) pivotally mounted to the 
bracket mounted on the back support; a second link (502) pivotally mounted to the bracket 
mounted on the back support; a second bracket (504) pivotally mounted to distal ends of the first 
and second links, with an armrest body (30) thereon. The armrest body maintains an orientation 
substantially parallel to a seat when its not being pivoted to a non-use position. A locking 
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mechanism (73) comprises a slider-crank at the interface between one of the links and mounted 
to the bracket mounted on the back support and second bracket. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Swenson et 
al in view of Wilkerson. Swenson et al. shows all of the teachings of the claimed invention 
except the use of a pedestal with a plurality of arms. Wilkerson shows the conventional use of a 
pedestal with a plurality of legs. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify the pedestal of Swenson et al, with the plurality of arms, as 
taught by Wilkerson in order to provide additional stability to the chair. 

6. Claims 2-3,13, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schwartz et al. The method steps as recited would have been incorporated within the use of the 
invention as taught by Schwartz et al. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,8, and 10-12, have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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8. Applicant's arguments filed 03/06/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. In response to applicant's argument that Swenson has been misconstrued by the 
examiner in regards to claim, 4. The examiner is of the opinion that in fact Swenson does 
anticipate the claimed invention of claim 4 so far as defined. Applicant should note that the 
backrest assembly (16) of Swenson constitutes a support (35) for a back of a chair. Furthermore 
a bracket (1 8) is connected thereto via the cushion or other means. In response to applicant's 
argument that ''the armrest of Swenson et al reference can assume a position substantially 
perpendicular'', the examiner is of the position that so far as defined by the claimed invention the 
armrest body only has to be capable of maintaining a substantially parallel orientation. The 
claims does not define that the orientation has to be maintained at all times throughout 
movement of the armrest. Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, 
limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 

F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

9. ' In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the references, 
the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining or modifying the 
teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, 
suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 
USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 
In this case, Wilkerson teaches the use of a chair with a pedestal having a plurality of legs for 
extra stability. 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony D. Barfield whose telephone number is 571-272-6852. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-272-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free^. 
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